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General Conference 2012: It’s A Wrap 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

General Conference 2012, meeting at the Tampa Convention Center, wrapped up its quadrennial session 
on May 4 after 10 days of holy conferencing. United Methodists from five continents addressed a wide range 
of challenging issues, including church structure, an end to guaranteed appointments for clergy, human sexu-
ality, and a host of social justice issues.  The 988 delegates, from more than 60 nations, processed some 
1,200 petitions during the assembly. General Conference meets every four years and is the only body that 
speaks for the 13 million-member global denomination. 

Church restructuring received more attention from delegates than any other issue.  After several false 
starts to create a new structure, the May 2 session of conference approved “Plan UMC,” a realignment of the 
13 general agencies that serve The United Methodist Church. But as the afternoon session of the last day of 
General Conference was winding down, the Judicial Council dropped a bombshell that rocked the assembly to 
its core:  “Plan UMC” is unconstitutional. That unanimous ruling came from the nine-member council, which 
had been asked by General Conference to make a declaratory decision on the constitutionality of the 80-page 
restructuring plan. The Judicial Council found several problems with the new structure. The nine-member 
“Supreme Court” of the denomination said that the plan called for the creation of a 45-member General 
Council on Strategy and Oversight that would have “authority for consolidation of administrative services to 
the extent practicable…” The court said, “The Constitution authorizes Council of Bishops to bear the responsi-
bility for general oversight.” In communicating its decision to the General Conference, the court said, “We 
have reviewed the plan to determine whether any part, portion, or all of Plan UMC can be saved and con-
clude that it cannot. The broad delegation of legislative authority and the commingling of the role of over-
sight so inextricably permeate the plan as to render it constitutionally unsalvageable.” 

Demonstrations by groups seeking changes in church law that call the practice of homosexuality 
"incompatible with Christian teaching," prohibit the ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals and 
limit ministry to same-gender couples began on April 26 with a silent witness outside. Demonstrators moved 
into the plenary hall on May 1 and 2 but remained on the perimeter of the delegate seating area. On May 3, 
after more than an hour of passionate debate and clear disagreement, two items stating Christians have dif-
ferent opinions about homosexuality were not approved by the 2012 General Conference, leaving the original 
language in the Book of Discipline intact. Demonstrators inside the hall became disruptive after the vote and 
the presiding bishop of the session had to call for an early lunch adjournment in effort to restore order to the 
proceedings. Advocates for change proclaimed they will not leave the church; they will live out their calling 
within the denomination. The remaining petitions related to human sexuality were not addressed by the time 
the conference adjourned on May 4, and the statements in the current Book of Discipline will remain church 
law at least until the 2016 General Conference. 

The assembly approved a budget of $603.1 million for seven general church funds during the 2013 - 2016 
period; that total is 6.03% less than the amount apportioned for the 2009 - 2012 quadrennium – the first 
time the assembly has adopted a lower budget than the amount set for the preceding four-year period. Dele-
gates approved two new line items in the World Service Fund: a $5 million fund for theological education in 
central conferences – church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines – and $7 million to recruit and train 
young clergy in the United States. 

This report on General Conference will be concluded in the July Messenger. 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

Bill’s already given you the summary General Conference update.  But back in the fall, when I 
taught my four-week study The Bible, the UMC, and Homosexuality, I promised those in the class 
an update on what happened at GC in regard to the church’s stance on homosexuality.  So, in a 
little more detail, here you go: 

The short answer is that nothing changed.  GC delegates voted to retain the language in the 
Book of Discipline that states that the practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teach-
ing.” 

The closest the church came to changing any language was with several “agree to disagree” 
proposals that were put forward.  The most talked-about was an amendment drafted by mega-
church pastors Adam Hamilton and Mike Slaughter. “It is likely that this issue will continue to be a 

source of conflict within the church,” they wrote.  “We have a choice: We can divide, or we can com-
mit to disagree with compassion, grace, and love, while continuing to understand the concerns of the 
other. Given these options, schism or respectful co-existence, we choose the latter.”  It failed, 46% - 
54%. 

The longer answer is that the dynamics of the GC discussion on homosexuality had a lot to do 
with our identity as a global church, with conferences spanning the globe from South America to Af-

rica to Europe.  Support for same-sex marriage has steadily increased in the US in the past few years 
(though of course it remains a divisive issue.)  However, in many African countries where the UMC is present 
and growing, same-sex marriage is hardly on the radar; in some, homosexuality itself is illegal.  One GC dele-
gate told me that in the legislative subcommittee she was assigned to, an African delegate protested: “Your 
missionaries told us we had to give up polygamy to be part of the church.  Now you’re telling us we’re sup-
posed to accept homosexuality?”  When it comes to the structure of family units and committed rela-
tionships, the pressing questions facing African United Methodists are simply very different from the 
pressing questions facing us here at home.  And while the church in the US is shrinking, the church 
abroad is growing (the largest GC delegation this year came from Cote d’Ivoire.)  That means that no 
matter how rapidly opinion continues to shift in the US, change in the UMC is likely to be much slower. 

The United Methodist Church is the only major mainline Protestant denomination that has not yet 
made significant changes toward openly ordaining gay clergy and/or allowing the blessing of same-
sex unions.  (I’m including as “major mainline Protestant” the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica, the Presbyterian Church [USA], the Episcopal Church, the United Church of Christ, and the 
UMC.)  Of these denominations, the UMC is also the only global church.  Others may be part of 
global communions (such as the Anglican Communion), but they still make decisions on a national 
level.  Being a truly global church is a gift, because we have a lot to share with each other.  It is also 
a challenge, as we struggle to find the best way to make choices that affect people in very different 
cultural contexts.  The debate this year led many to wonder if there’s a way to remain one church, 
and yet make separate decisions on social issues.  (A possible solution to this question was actually 
passed at GC in 2008, but failed to be ratified by a majority of Annual Conferences.) 

Some of you reading this will, I’m sure, be relieved that nothing changed this GC, and some of 
you will be disappointed and frustrated.  By the time we vote again on this issue as a whole church, 
at General Conference 2016, no doubt the political and cultural landscape of the US will 
have shifted even more.  We’ll have to wait and see what the next four years bring.  In the 
meantime, our job (no matter what our stance) is to keep talking to each other, keep pray-
ing with each other, and keep extending the 
love and grace of God to all people 
in the best ways we know how. 



 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to the 
families of those who 

have passed away  
during the month of May: 

Allen Copeland “A.C.” Harris 

Jim Kline, Respite Client 

Marty Martin’s sister 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, June 4,  at 11:00 a.m., in the church Fellowship Hall for a 
covered dish luncheon. 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, June 5, at 11:00 a.m. for a picnic at 
Virginia Morgan’s home, 140 William Richmond.  Carpool from the church at 10:45 a.m. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  – Tuesday, June 5, at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room. 
 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Wednesday, June 6, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309 for a 
program on domestic abuse presented by Avalon. 
 

Friendship Circle  – Monday, June 11, at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, June 11, at 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.  Celeste War-
wick, Care Manager at Windsor Meade, will speak about home health care available for independent resi-
dents. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, June 12, at 11:30 a.m. for a noon luncheon at Patriot’s Colony with Irene 
Sadler serving as hostess. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  – Tuesday, June 12, at 11:30 a.m. for lunch at the Waypoint Restaurant (by 
Harris Teeter). 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle  – Tuesday, June 12, at 6:00 p.m. at Food For Thought on Richmond Road for an 
evening of Food, Fun, and Fellowship.  We will also hold a short meeting to plan for fall. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
UMW Day at Ferrum College – Saturday, June 9  

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Williamsburg United  
Methodist Women 

June 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Barbara Meadows, wife of Joe Meadows 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Have you been searching for the recipe for Graveyard Stew?  It can be found in David Anderson’s Break-
fast Epiphanies, where the author writes about the times that God turns up unexpectedly in our 
lives.  Have you tried to explain to a child what a clothesline is?  His daughter couldn’t believe that people 
used to hang their clothes outside for everyone to see.  Anderson skips “the big topics” and writes about 
“everyday things.”  When you finish this book you may be wishing for more, more, more.  Incidentally, his 
wife, Pam Anderson, is a cookbook author.  This inspiring and entertaining book is the perfect read as we 
usher in National Family Month. 

Families are on the menu for our children, as well, with books for just 
about every member and all kinds of families.  Papa bear tells his cub I Love 
You As Big As The World, Muri rabbit learns all about Mama’s Favorite, 
Owen pig gives his Grandma a most unusual birthday present in The Giant 
Hug, and Good Morning, Sunshine is a grandpa story.  Featured in other 
books are brothers, sisters, new babies and our Big Family At Church.  In 
addition, you’ll want to check out a recent addition to our collection, How Big 
Is God, which “captures the immensity and wonder of looking at God and the 
world through a child’s eyes.  Our thanks to Beverly Tressler for her gift of 
this bright, new book, given in honor of the children in the Hands of Hope 
Ministry. 

  

“Practice Random Acts of Reading!” 

Library News 

Travel Opportunity to . . . BELLA ITALIA!! 
You are invited to join the Rev. Ray Edmonds, former Conference Director of Higher Education and Social 

Ministries, and other Virginia United Methodists in traveling to beautiful, historic Central and Northern It-
aly from October 31 - November 10.  Visit  Venice, Pisa, Florence, Amalfi Coast, Sorrento,  

Pompeii and Rome.  Ray has hosted group international tours since 1990. The cost is $2,990 for land tour 
and roundtrip airfare from Washington, DC which includes taxes and airline 

fuel charges.  For a brochure, contact Rev. Edmonds (804-852-3633) or 
Ray@gowithray.com.  Act soon because reserved space is limited.   
Additional information is also available on Ray’s 

website, www.GoWithRay.com.  

mailto:Ray@gowithray.com
http://www.GoWithRay.com


 

The Blair Concert Choir will present a free admission concert in our sanctuary on Thursday, June 7 at 
6:00 p.m. The Concert Choir, comprised of high school girls in grades 8 - 12 under the direction of Hazel 
Somerville, is one of six groups that make up the Blair Children’s Chorus. This unique choral program was 
established as part of the pre-college division of Blair School of Music, Vanderbilt University, in 1988. BCC has 
a distinguished history of sharing the love of music with hundreds of children, developing fine musicians and 
offering quality concerts. The program is classically based, with strong emphases on healthy vocal produc-
tion, music reading skills and performance. Blair Children’s Chorus graduates have earned music scholarships 
at some of the nation’s finest universities. Members have also sung with the Nashville Symphony, Boston 
Camerata, with internationally acclaimed conductors, at museums and churches in Nashville, and at Blair 
School of Music.  

Hazel Somerville is also Artistic Director of the Children’s Chorus program at the Blair School of Music. 
Working with over one hundred children in six ensembles Ms. Somerville prepares for concerts, national and 
international tours and collaborations with professional organizations.  She has prepared children’s choruses 
and child soloists for performances with noted conductors including John Mauceri, Leonard Slatkin, Keith 
Lockhart, Alastair Willis, and Sir Neville Marriner. As a church musician, she has held positions in Connecticut, 
Florida and Massachusetts. Before her Nashville appointment, she was director of Youth pro Musica in Bos-
ton, appearing on national television with the Boston Pops. Her choruses have appeared on several re-
cordings with the Boston Camerata and Nashville Symphony, on the Glissando, Erato, Decca and Naxos la-
bels. 

Photo courtesy of Blair Children’s Chorus Program Ensembles https://blair.vanderbilt.edu/ensembles/pre-college-ensembles/blair-childrens-chorus-program-ensembles 

BLAIR CONCERT CHOIR SINGS JUNE 7 

https://blair.vanderbilt.edu/ensembles/pre-college-ensembles/blair-childrens-chorus-program-ensembles


 

Sincere Thanks! 
 

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to everyone involved in An Afternoon of Sacred Song, 
especially soprano, Judy Rodgers Johnson and pianist/organist, Tom Marshall who presented exqui-
site musical offerings requiring countless hours of preparation.  

The recital was a benefit for the Early Childhood Music School’s Jessie Elizabeth Scholarship 
Fund which annually provides some $4,000 for financially disadvantaged students to participate in 
classes, either tuition-free or at a reduced fee.   

On May 6, an appreciative audience generated nearly $800 in scholarship revenue toward the 
fall 2012 semester.  On behalf of the 20 – 25 children who will benefit from your generosity, I 
thank all who contributed and all who helped to make the event a success:  Rev. Bill Jones, Carl 
Freeman, Terri Harris, Donna and Bill Herman, Elaine Howell, Dave and Phyllis Lee, Nancy Reynolds 
and Sue Steberl.       

Gratefully,  

Cindy Freeman  

Dear Faith Family, 
  

How we wish we could write  to each of you individually, however it is so difficult to put into 
words in this one note the depth of feelings on our hearts for your outpouring of love and prayerful 
support following Bill’s health crisis in January as we began what was to be a vacation in Califor-
nia.  Truly we were sustained and comforted by your thoughts and prayers which embraced us 
across the miles and continued to be a source of encouragement and strength after we returned 
home and embarked on what was an uncertain path into the future.  Bill has made an amazing re-
covery with only minor issues still to be resolved and we thank God for the miracle of His grace and 
the power of prayer working through so many of his earthly angels.  Thank you for being among 
them.  Your friendship and caring is dear to our hearts and we are deeply grateful for and blessed 
in your presence. 

    

Bill and Lou Chatfield 

Summer Choir Starts June 3 
During the summer, members of the Sanctuary Choir and Chancel Choir 

take some well-deserved time off to travel the world, go on vacation, and 
visit children and grandchildren. This is when Summer Choir takes over. If 
you would like to sing with the Summer Choir, you may come to the choir 

Room 114 on any given Sunday morning at either 7:30 a.m. to sing in the 
first service, or at 10:25 a.m. to sing in the second service. We will rehearse easy hymn arrangements and 
the service music for that morning’s service. There are no rehearsals during the week so, singing in Summer 
Choir is as easy as showing up on Sunday morning! For more info contact Richard Sowers (229-1771) or 
rsowers@williamsburgumc.org. 

Thank You’s 

mailto:rsowers@williamsburgumc.org


 

ECMS Summer Sessions 
 

The Early Childhood Music School is registering children for two five-day summer sessions: 
 

  

June 4 – 8 and July 23 – 27 
 
 

 Singing & Chanting Movement & Stories Instruments 
 

Summer Music Camp 

Registration is underway for our community’s 20th annual ecumenical  
Summer Music Camp for children who have completed grades 1 - 7.   

Camp will be held here the week of July 9 - 13 and run from 9:00 a.m.  
- 12:30 p.m. daily.  Each morning will include devotions, choir,  

music/arts, crafts and refreshments.  The camp will conclude with a  
Vespers Service on Friday July 13 at 7:00 p.m.  The registration fee 
 is $45.  Brochures are available at the church or can be downloaded 

 from the church website.  For further information or to volunteer 
contact Terri Osborne, Camp Coordinator, (220-3647)  

or musiccamp@williamsburgumc.org. 

Ages 4 – 17 months (with parent) 
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
5:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

 
Ages 18 – 35 months (with parent) 

9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 

 

Ages 3 - 5 years (without parent) 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

 
Ages 6 & 7 - Introduction to Keyboard 

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

To register your child, contact Cindy Freeman, director,  
(229-1771 ext. 108) or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:musiccamp@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org


 

Children’s Sunday School:   
Summer Session 

Begins Sunday, June 17 at 9:30 a.m. 

Preschool (ages 4 and Rising K), Room 207 

Grades Rising 1st – 3rd, Room 302 

Grades Rising 4th – 6th, Room 301 

Adult volunteers are needed to teach our children during the summer. 

June 25 – 29   

9:00 a.m. to noon 

Ages 3-years-old to rising 6th grade 

Register now - forms at Connection Corner 

Adult and Youth volunteers needed, too! 

  

Contact Cindy Banek, (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org,  

if you can help out with Sunday School or VBS! 

And Back by Popular Demand . . . .  
Helping Hands! 

Helping Hands: A Virginia Conference Children's Mission Event, will be held at Williamsburg UMC on 
Monday, August 6 – Tuesday, August 7.  And Michael Berkley will return to lead our praise and worship! 

This event offers rising 4th through 6th graders a hands-on opportunity to do mission 
work.  Kids from all over the Conference join together as one "United" Methodist church mak-
ing a difference in the community. 

 The cost is only $36 per person. This will include a T-shirt, meals and 
snacks, and overnight stay.   Registration is now underway!  Contact Cindy 
Banek, (229-1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org, for further information. 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

For further information on any of these classes, contact Rev. Forrest (503-3550). 

To register, contact the church office (229-1771). 

Creating More Peace 
and Joy in Your Life 

 

Tuesdays beginning  
June 5 - July 31  

10:30 a.m. - noon (9 weeks) 
 

Explore with us various ways of 
thinking and being to find  
greater love, peace and  
joy.  Be guided to make 

intentional choices that will 
lead you to a deeper understanding 

of yourself and others as you  
develop a closer walk with God. 

Please join us for this class on "Lectio Di-
vina" (meditation and prayer based on scripture and 
other forms of meditation).  We will also study and 
discuss various writings of Thomas Merton and 
Henri Nowen among others.  Books for this class 
will be available through the church office. 

Cancer Support Class  
Mondays beginning June 27 

 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. for 6 weeks 
 

If you have been diagnosed with cancer or any 
other life threatening disease, you are invited to join 
this support class.  Participants will be encouraged 

to share their experiences but 
are not required to comment 
if they find it uncomfortable.   

Rev. Jeanne Forrest will 
facilitate the class which will 
also include discussions on 
stress relief, nurturing your-
self, positive thinking, prayer, 
hope and meditation exer-
cises.  You don't need to walk 
this path alone.   

Grief Support 
 Mondays beginning  

in September 
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

for 10 weeks  
 

(No Grief Support Class for this 
summer) 

Healing 
 June 19 

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
& 

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   

Meditation & 
Spiritual  

Development 
 

Tuesdays beginning 
June 26  

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 for 6 weeks 



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or 
call (229-1771). 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

Some Financial  

Facts You May Be Interested In  

1.  The amount of income and expenses varies month by month.  That’s why most fi-
nancial projections at WUMC are based upon a 3-year average.  Using the average per-
centage of income and expenses, the church can better predict the future and evaluate 
the past. 

2.  The months of January (9.4%) and December (9.8%) have the highest percentage 
of monthly income.  The summer months, averaging just 7%,  provide the smallest 
percentage of monthly income.  If you plan to be out of town during the summer, 
please remember to keep your pledges updated as the church continues to require in-
come.  

3.  Each month there is an insert in the church bulletin which provides a short financial 
report.  If you have any questions about the report or church finances in gen-
eral,  please contact me or any other member of the Finance Committee.  

4.  We are currently organizing  for our 2013 stewardship (pledge) campaign, and as 
we prepare, you will begin to hear about something called a “unified 
budget.”    Operating under a unified budget will hopefully eliminate the need for con-
tinuous fundraisers throughout the year.  More information about this budget process 
will be provided as we begin the stewardship campaign in the fall. 

5.  A reminder that Finance Committee meetings are open to all who wish to attend.  
We meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  Join us if you like. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Community Support for Respite Care  

Fine Arts Program 
The Williamsburg Community Foundation’s (WCF) Craig and Shirley Stambaugh Fund awarded Respite 

Care of Williamsburg United Methodist Church a $3,005 grant to support the “Memories in the Making” (MITM) 
art program being offered to our clients in 2012!  MITM utilizes fine arts to promote creative storytelling and 
communication, especially for adults with memory loss. 

For greatest success, each Respite participant is assigned a helper.  MITM activities are held on Thursdays 
from 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m., May 3 - June 7.  We will repeat this on another day of the week in the summer.  
Respite staff and volunteers participated in MITM training, led by Marjorie Hilkert, Certified MITM Instructor.   

“We are excited about the opportunity this art program presents as an avenue for meaningful expression for 
our Respite family,” shares Carolyn Yowell, Executive Director.  “In the Fall, we look forward to sharing our art 
and the stories uncovered with WUMC and the Williamsburg community to foster hope for caregivers and care-
receivers dealing with memory loss.  The process of creating, titling, sharing and viewing art has a therapeutic 
effect on everyone.”   

Volunteer and Staff Enrichment 
The Junior Woman’s Club of Williamsburg (JWCW) generously awarded Respite $500 toward staff and 

volunteer enrichment programs.  As we invest in our professional caregivers and volunteers, they in turn invest in 
our participants.  The quality of care at Respite is a direct reflection of our outstanding, dedicated, loving staff 
and volunteers.   

Respite Care is grateful for the continued financial support offered by JWCW and WCF. For more information, 
please contact Carolyn cyowell@williamsburgumc.org or (229-1771 ext 354). 

mailto:cyowell@williamsburgumc.org

